




Kevin Shaw Plumbing, Inc.

Around The House Tip of the Month:

“Homeowners Look To The Attic For New
Remodeling Space”
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Remodeling a home can provide more living area without building on extra
rooms. Now that the economy is moving in the right direction, more homeowners
are investing in revamping existing space in the attic, basement, porch or garage.

The attic is a popular destination for a new bedroom. But homeowners are also
using attic space for an office, exercise room, movie screening room, a spa or as a
private getaway for meditation.

Empty nesters are remodeling too, but they are not looking for more space. They
just want it reconfigured.

People with adult kids or retired parents living with them have a need for more
privacy. According to a recent survey by AARP, a full third of respondents ages
18 to 49 reported living or having lived with parents or in-laws.

With a still iffy real estate market, homeowners are deciding to take advantage of
the 400 or 500 square feet they can find in the home they have.

Attic conversions can be tricky. They can include building stairs, reinforcing the
floor so it can hold furniture, adding a window or two and routing wires, ducts and
pipes.

A survey last year by the Home Improvement Institute showed that one in five
remodelers planned to focus on the attic in 2010. The industry hopes attic
conversions will provide a much-needed $225 billion boost in sales, according to
Smart Money magazine.

One industry survey shows that 83 percent of attic remodeling costs can be
recouped when the house is sold.

During the housing boom, high-visibility rooms like kitchens, master suites and
family-room expansions were popular among remodelers.

Now, homeowners are looking for space to put a grown kid or a parent.
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Monthly Helpful
Hint:

Keep Cut
Flowers Alive

Give them sugar for
nourishment and an
acidic ingredient
like lemon-lime
soda or aspirin,
which allow flowers
to easily absorb
water. A drop of
bleach prevents
bacteria from
forming and
extends life.


